Rhondda Cynon Taf Libraries Recommended Reads

0-5 years

In the Jungle (Little Players Series) by Benedicte Guettier

Zero to Ten Ltd., 1840893257. £4.99

One of a series of books for very young children, featuring a cut-out where young readers can put their faces to become the animals in the books. Lots of fun for kids and grown-ups (you can’t resist putting your face through the holes!). Sturdy pages for small fingers with large, bright illustrations. Other titles in the series include On the farm, At the party, On the move, At the circus and One scary night.

Where’s Spot by Eric Hill

Puffin, 0140504206. £4.99

A classic picturebook but still a firm favourite with young children. It combines large, simple text with bold, colourful illustrations and plenty of flaps to look under as you search for the naughty puppy. There are many Spot books to choose from but Where’s Spot is the first and many think still the best of the series. As well as lots of Spot books, look out for Spot videos and toys.

Where’s my teddy? By Jez Albrough

Walker Books, 1844284816. £5.99

Eddie has lost his teddy and sets off to look for him in the woods, but finds more than he bargains for in the shape of a large bear, who is also looking for his teddy. Simple, rhyming text makes it perfect for reading aloud. Eddie and the Bear may be familiar faces from the children’s T.V. series, and there are a number of books following their adventures. Look out especially for It’s the Bear!

Come on, Daisy by Jane Simmons

Orchard Books, 1843622726. £5.99

Daisy is a duckling who finds it difficult to stay close to Mama Duck when there are so many exciting adventures to be had. Lovely colourful illustrations and a good build up of suspense before it leads to a comforting climax. If you like Daisy there are other books to collect including: - Daisy and the Egg; Daisy and the Beastie, Daisy’s Hide and Seek and Daisy and the Moon.

5-7 years

Funnybones by Janet & Allan Ahlberg

Puffin, 0140565817. £4.99

On a dark, dark hill there was a dark, dark town. In the dark, dark town there was a dark, dark street…where some skeletons live. The first in the Funnybones series introduces you to big skeleton, little skeleton and dog skeleton and their nighttime adventures. The skeletons set out in search of someone to scare, but everyone seems to be in bed, except the skeleton animals at the zoo. Lots of repetition and bold illustrations make this a popular story to be read again and again.

The Pumpkin Man by Shoo Rayner.

Orchard Books, 1841216445. £3.99

Something strange is out there…what could it be? Part of the Little Horror’s series, The Pumpkin Man is action packed and full of jokes. Illustrated in a comic book style, the stories in this series are funny but not too scary.

Rumply Crumply Stinky Pin by Laurence Anholt.

Orchard Books, 1841214124. £3.99

Once upon a time in a country where everyone had silly names there lived a miller by the name of Eyebrow Snailsocks. Unfortunately Eyebrow’s boasting leads to trouble for his daughter as she is locked in a room full of spaghetti that she must knit into vests by sunrise, or else…! This book certainly lives up to the name of the series – Seriously Silly Stories. Fairy tales as you’ve never heard them before…your Granny never told you them like this!

Titchy Witch and the Birthday Broomstick by Rose Impey

Orchard Books, 1841211206. £4.99

It’s Titchy Witch’s birthday and when she gets her first broomstick, she wants to learn to fly right now! Unfortunately she doesn’t want to stick to the rules and almost has a mid-air collision with disastrous results. Look out for other Titchy Witch adventures. 

8-11 years- Boys

Killer Underpants by Michael Lawrence

Orchard Books, 1841217131. £4.99

When Jiggy McCue’s mum insists on buying him a new pair of underpants, he has no idea of what it will lead to. Not only are they hideous, but they seem to have a mind of their own. No matter how hard he tries to pull them off, they stick to him like glue. Also they seem to give him some kind of peculiar power over people… Look out for other adventures with Jiggy McCue.

The Rotten Romans by Terry Deary

Scholastic, 0590554670. £3.99

If you were a Roman soldier what would you use for toilet paper?

a. A sponge on the end of a stick dipped in cold water.

b. Your tunic

c. The daily newspaper

They’re not called Horrible Histories for nothing. Find out everything you ever wanted to know about the Romans (and a whole lot more that you didn’t).

8-11 years- Girls

The Story of Tracy Beaker by Jacqueline Wilson

Corgi Children’s, 0440862795. £4.99

Tracy Beaker lives in a Children’s Home, but would like to live in a real home with a real family, but fostering never seems to work out for Tracy. Cam is a writer who visits the Children’s Home and definitely doesn’t want to foster Tracy, or does she…

Told through her diary, the story of Tracy Beaker will make you laugh and cry – at the same time! Tracy’s story continues in her next book called The Dare Game.

The Bad Beginning by Lemony Snicket

Egmont Books, 1405208678. £6.99

The Bad Beginnings is the first book in A Series of Unfortunate Events, which introduces us to the Baudelaire children – Violet, Klaus and Sunny. In this first book the children find themselves orphaned by terrible fire, heirs to a vast fortune and have to find a kindly relative to take them in. A relative is found (though he’s not exactly kindly) in the shape of their villainous uncle Count Olaf, who quickly sets the children to work in the house and plots to steal their fortune. Even though it seems a sad tale, there is plenty of quirky humour and lots of twists and turns as the children outwit the treacherous Count. Read it before the film comes out on December 17th!

11+ years - Boys

Skateboarding by James Marsh

Super. Activ Series, Hodder Children’s Books, 0340791608. £3.99

A beginner’s guide to skateboarding telling you everything you need to know to start skating, from buying a board, safety advice,  and repairing boards to illustrated step-by-step guides to tricks. By the end of the book you’ll know how to ollie like a pro.

Stormbreaker by Anthony Horowitz 

Walker Books, 1844289303. £5.99

When 14 year old Alex Rider’s guardian dies in suspicious circumstances, nothing could have prepared him for what happened next. Forcibly recruited into MI6, he undergoes SAS training to prepare him for a series of adventures he goes through in his new life as a spy. This is a sort of James Bond for teenagers, with lots of cool gadgets and is the first in a series of Alex Rider books.

11+ years – Girls

Angus, thongs and full-frontal snogging by Louise Rennison

Picadilly Press, 1853407836. £6.99

A book about all the things that matter – when you’re in your mid-teens! Georgia Nicholson is the new Bridget Jones for teens. When you’re 14 haven’t you got enough to think about besides having embarrassing parents (haven’t we all), a mad cat and an unstoppable little sister? Hot tip - don’t take your little sister swimming after she’s had baked beans for lunch. Prepare to laugh out loud.

Note for parents – don’t let the title put you off! It’s not as bad as it sounds. 

The Princess Diaries by Meg Cabot

Macmillan Children’s Books, 033048205X. £5.99

Mia is a typical New York teenager, or so she thinks until she finds out that she is heir to the throne of Genovia – a small country between Italy and France. She not only has to worry about the fact that she’s flat-chested and wears size 8 shoes but will Josh Richter ever ask her out? Worse of all, she has to have “princess” lessons too from her Grand-mere. Add to this a trigger-happy bodyguard who follows her everywhere and as if things couldn’t get any worse, her mother has started dating her algebra teacher! How is a girl to cope! Polish your tiaras and start reading her personal diaries. 

