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The free VE Day celebration Tea Dance held at Porth County Community School was a toe tapping success. The dance was held on Wednesday 20th July in partnership with the school, the Ark Youth & Community Project, Age concern Morgannwg and the Cymmer ward, Trealaw, and Ynyshir & Wattstown communitieies First partnerships.
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The theme of the tea dance was a VE day celebration, with everyone getting into the spirit of it, including communities first staff who dressed up as traditional forties housewife’s. The hall was brightly decorated with bunting, union jacks and balloons with plenty of hats, bow ties and flags for the 130 attendees to enjoy.

Haydn Shadbolt said “It was a first class afternoon. From the headmaster down, everyone has made us feel welcome. The entertainment was excellent and the young students working here are marvellous.” 
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The schools head girl Carley Richard Jones said “ it was a pleasure organizing this event along with the coordinators of communities first, who have given us the chance to meet and make friends with older people in our community. We are all amazed at the fabulous and complicated dances that we have seen today and it was fun learning how to do them. We have enjoyed ourselves just as much as the elderly.”

As well as plenty of opportunity for everyone to dance to their favourite songs there was a sing along, a chance to walk down memory lane, traditional refreshments at the 'street party' served by students from the school and most importantly plenty of fun, laughter and socializing. Joan Griffiths said “I have had the most wonderful time and I cant thank all the staff and pupils enough for making this day so enjoyable.”

The event was also the Porth premiere of the HOME FRONT Intergenerational Project DVD, which has just been released. The project itself allowed older members of our communities to share their experiences of living in the Rhondda during the Second World War with local school children. The memories were recoded on film and computer producing a DVD to create a permanent record. 

The VE Day celebration Tea dance is just one in a long line of very successful tea Dances held at the school and we would like to thank everyone involved for making it a great success yet again.













